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Chesterton
Series
A Multigenerational
Collaboration
BY EMILY ROGERS

W

hile walking through Shawme Forest in
Sandwich, Dean Coe and his granddaughter
spotted a small animal who was later determined
to be a weasel. This encounter inspired Mr. Coe to write a
series of children’s books about a curious and good-natured
weasel named Chesterton.
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The Chesterton series is composed of five
books: "Chesterton Keeps His Town Jumping,"
"Chesterton Saves the Whale," "Chesterton's
Scary Breakfast," "Chesterton's Winter
Rescue," and "Chesterton Saves the Bunnies."
They are available at deancoebooks.com.
Before being able to self-publish Chesterton
Keeps His Town Jumping, Mr. Coe needed
to find an illustrator. Initially, he hoped to
have 12 illustrations, or one from a student in
each grade from the Sandwich Public Schools.
However, art teachers advised him that his idea
would be too complicated and instead suggested
he find a few high school students to complete
the illustrations.
Mr. Coe was able to find three students to
help him with illustrations, but one of them
quickly dropped out because of “time issues
and creative differences,” according to one of
the illustrators, Robyn Whaples. Ms. Whaples
was referred to Mr. Coe by Neila Neary, a
member of the Sandwich Arts Alliance. Mr.
Coe remembers Ms. Whaples mentioning, “All
I want is my name on a book in my library,”
at one of their initial meetings, which he felt
summed up the positive and determined attitude
36 |

CAPE COD FAMILY

The Enterprise • 2017

she brought to the project.
Ms. Whaples worked with her friend
Sasha Rudyakov on the illustrations. They
divided up the work to highlight each other’s
talents. Ms. Rudyakov is especially interested
in color theory, paint and digital work and
Ms. Whaples is more interested in analysis,
research and sketching.
Ms. Whaples and Ms. Rudyakov worked
together on the first four books, with Ms.
Rudyakov also taking on the design of the
books. However, Ms. Rudyakov was unable to
work on the fifth book, so Ms. Whaples did
the illustrations and design herself.
Working with Mr. Coe to create the books
was a “childhood dream,” said Ms. Whaples.
In 2nd grade, she and Ms. Rudyakov were
assigned a project which asked them to create
a few small books. Ms. Whaples and Ms.
Rudyakov “fell in love” with the process and
made many more books than were required.
Ms. Whaples feels she was partially drawn
to illustrating the Chesterton books because
the project was “nostalgic to 2nd grade.” In
addition to fulfilling a childhood dream, Ms.
Whaples was interested in helping out Mr.
Coe because she was excited to impact the
community through her art.
Being a published book illustrator is pretty
uncommon for most high school artists. This
unique opportunity taught Ms. Whaples many
lessons which have continued to serve her well
through her education at Savannah College of
Art and Design, from which she just graduated
this spring with a degree in motion media design,
and her freelance work in the “real world.”
She felt she gained “experience in working
through the ups and downs of a project and
working through distance.” For many aspects
of the project, Mr. Coe tried to give the
students as much freedom as possible which,
according to Ms. Whaples, helped her to
“work on time management and create realistic
deadlines.” She also noticed while working
on the illustrations she was able to “progress
faster” and felt she was “constantly improving
and challenged.”
After reflecting upon her experience of
working on the Chesterton books while
attending school, she mentioned Sandwich
High School being “very academics-focused,
rather than art-focused.” Because the artistic
opportunities were lacking at her school, Ms.
Whaples had to find more creative avenues to
fuel her interest in art. She recommends to “be
aggressive and make opportunities happen for
you.” She encourages young artists to “push
themselves because they won’t have time after
school.”
Ms. Whaples is concerned because
“young artists don’t know what their worth
is.” She believes that “as soon as you are
commissioned, you are professional,” but
she doesn’t think most high school artists
recognize themselves as professional, even if
they are being paid for their work.
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331 Cotuit Road
Canterbury Plaza
Sandwich, MA
JAZZ / TAP
BALLET / POINTE
LYRICAL / HIP HOP
CREATIVE MOVEMENT
MOM & ME
CONTEMPORARY
MODERN
ADULT CLASSES
MUSICAL THEATRE
3 large studios,
2 waiting areas with
TV monitors to watch
children dance.
Come Tour Our Studios
& Register for Fall Classes.
Mon, Aug. 27, 4pm-8pm
(returning students)
Tues, Aug. 28, 4pm-8pm
Wed, Aug. 29, 10am-2pm
Fall Dance Classes begin
Tues, Sept. 4th

Home of the
Sandwich Nutcracker
17th Annual
Nutcracker Auditions

Saturday, September 8

508-888-0802
www.SandwichDanceAcademy.com
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